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were accomplished in the east, may be in Elam, per-
haps in the Indus Valley, prior to 4000 B. c. They
reached Crete and Troy about the Third Early Minoan
period.
The 'seal-stones' belonging to the same period bear
some remarkable signs related to a hieroglyphic system
of writing. Thus a mode of writing was fast coming
into existence. Its figures were impressed on clay
tablets by means of a stylus in the Babylonian manner.
It has been assumed that a considerable Egyptian in-
fluence was cast on the development of this script*
Architecture also was taking shape in this age.
Most of the stone houses built prior to the Minoan
palace at Knossos belonged to this period. It was
from this stage that the excellent palatial buildings,
halls and staircases were ultimately to develop and
pronounce the last word on contemporary residential
architecture.
The Kingdom of Knossos
The kingdom of Minos had its capital at Knossos
on the northern coast of Crete. During the Middle
Minoan period greater part of the island came to be
ruled by Minos and soon the whole of Crete, the neigh-
bouring islands and seas formed part of his kingdom.
Phaistos and the palace of Agia Triada also are suppos-
ed to have been built by a Knossian king. Phaistos
appears as a colony in legend.
The palace of Knossos was built on the remains
of the Neolithic age. The site is close to the modern
city of Candia, on the north coast of the island. The
palace has been revealed by the excavations of Sir
Arthur Evans and Dr. Mackenzie. Its grand western
entrance and "Stepped Theatrial Area55 at Phaistos
translated into stone a fine and spacious architectural
conception and epitomized the tremendous powers of